2 SEMIOTICS 


READING for week 9 - the determination of News Photographs 
P226 

Straight from text: 

" connotative codes are the configurations of meaning which permit a sign to signify, in addition to its 
denotative reference, other additional implied meanings." 

" These configurations of meanings are forms of social knowledge" 

Could I call this the social myths -1 have to verify myth w.r.t barthes and levi-strauss 


" At the expressive level, the photo signifies within the lexicon of expressive features distributed 
throughout the culture of which the reader is a member." 

Expressive codes depend on our competence to decode the given set of signifiers into specific signified - 
UTAM 

Personal: 

So the elements in a photo or any other discourse are taken from the pool of social myths which already 
exist and remanipulate them with the scope that we shall by association create the new myth or 
meaning which the photo directs us towards 

Personal opinion: 

I think that maybe adverts work by adapting themselves to the system invented by subcultures in 
organizing myth and meaning. If adverts can understand the "processes", the current trend and how it 
function, they must use their signifiers according to the logic of that subcultural system so that the own 
message (the advertiser) may stand a chance of being understood as they wish it to. 

Personal Opinion The mass - People create meaning. Discourses can only follow the system created 
therein. What they can do though is create bias. To set the system towards one specific direction among 
so many others which it could take. 

This bias can be provided by the juxtaposition of other signifiers (personal - consider the role which the 
motivated signifiers could have) 

E.g. The press-Photo + Text Caption 

Consider the illustration in pg 228/9 of "The determination..." 


This is known as exploitation of the expressive code. 


II 

2. ASPECTS to the signification of News 

i) The news value of the photographic sign 

ii) The ideological level of the photographic sign 

News Value: 

" elaboration of the story (photo + text) in terms of professional ideology of news. i.e. OBJECTIVITY" 

Ideological level: 

" elaboration of the story in terms of its connoted themes and interpretations." i.e. SUBJECTIVITY" 
SUBJECTIVITY being the realm of socio-political discourse 


" This will be inflected in different ways according to the particular construction which each newspaper 
selects." (IDEOLOGICAL LEVEL) 

" This inflection will in turn be governed by the newspaper's policy, political orientation etc." 

" Structure of news values appears as a neutral, operational level in news production. It naturally 
connects stories and events with persons, it attaches qualities, status, positions in the social world to 
anonymous events: it searches out the 'drama', the 'human interest' behind impersonal historical 
forces." 

Yet as Althusser has argued: 

" It is precisely by operating with 'the category of the subject' and by producing in the reader 'familiar 
recognitions' that a discourse becomes ideological." 

i.e. These operational values are not neutral 

Personal paraphrase: 

Thus the main objective of the news photo has to be to achieve the formal news values first. The 
ideological theme can only spring afterwards and from this formal depiction." 



Personal: 

Because the reader has to instantaneously recognize the signifiers as giving a primeval objective 
representation of the event, it is only then that he has ground to look for connotations. 

i.e: The different signifiers of the photo act as one collective signifier - this generates one signified and 
from there the reader can generate the appropriate second-order signifieds 

If he cannot have a clear picture of the event itself, he cannot draw any connotations from it either 

See I on p 232 of reading "The determination..." 

DOU BLE ARTICU LATION - p 234 

N EWS VALU ES - p234 

News Values: 

Operational Practices allowing editors to select, rank and classify a set of prints. 

What classifies event x as news and not event y? 

It seems that a photo having news potential meets 3 criteria: 

1. Action 

2. Temporal recency 

3. Newsworthiness 

The news, the formal news values have as main ground the status-quo. News is about elite people, 
power etc. Politicians are then newsworthy because of the acceptance of their newsworthiness is 
maintained within society. 

See p236 for futher details (Interesting for essay) 



